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I REFER to Bob Marshall’s most recent letter 
to the editor about the flooded dog park. It 
amazes me that a councillor can continue 
to be so publicly negative about everything 
that the council does. Yes, the dog park 
was flooded. There was also extensive 
flooding in Port Elliot, so much so that the 
show couldn’t go ahead. In fact there was 
significant flooding all over the state. This 
was not a “light to medium” rainfall event 
as he suggested, but a major rainfall event 
that many of us hadn’t experienced since 
we were children. Thank goodness that it is 
only a dog park. It will dry out, and open. 
It’s time to start being positive about your 
community Councillor Marshall and stop 
being so negative.

Lesley Fogarty,
Encounter Bay

TRANSPORT
The current transport between Goolwa/

Victor Harbor and Adelaide might not be 
the best, but it is better than none. Yes, the 
seating in some buses is a bit hard on the 
bones and sudden stops uncomfortable, it is 
still better than having no service at all.  The 
lack of more services on Sundays and public 
holidays has been a problem for a long time 
and not likely to improve. 

Transport to Seaford and then onto the 
train will not cater for residents who wish to 
go to Noarlunga shopping centre (walking 
from the train interchange over to the 
shops might be a bit tricky for some), then 
there is getting to Marion (and sometimes 
Flinders Hospital).  One of my main uses is 
to the main bus station in Franklin Street to 
connect with buses elsewhere in the state, 
and is more convenient for those going to 
the airport with the taxi stand just outside 
(or the bus that picks up from various hotels 
etc. before going to the airport). Nothing will 
cater for all, but having something is better 
than nothing.

Rosemary Burden, 
Encounter Bay

PIPPIN IS SPECTACULAR
Opening night for Pippin produced by 

South Coast Choral and Arts Society opened 
in the Victor Harbor Town Hall to a smaller 
than usual audience but a very responsive 
and appreciative crowd on Saturday, 
October 8. 

The choreography and dance routines 

are spectacular and the exciting thing is the 
energy of the younger cast than usual, which 
is the envy of the elder members of SCCAS, 
but is a reminder of what some of us could 
do in our younger days. The costumes are of 
the society’s high standard and the future of 
our society is assured when so many young 
people are taking to the stage

The show runs for eight nights and tickets 
via RAA are easily obtained or purchased 
at the door. The show commences at 8pm. I 
would encourage the supporters of SCCAS 
to go along and enjoy the humour, costumes 
make up and also coffee and treats supplied 

by the BEE group, both before the show and 
at interval. It would be a shame if supporters 
miss this colourful show.

SCCAS president Helen Williams,
McCracken

TOWN CENTRE
I would like to reply to the letter by Mr 

John Compton in which he commends the 
council on its installation of a Gibbet in the 
town centre and suggests that a pillory may 
be a useful addition. I agree whole heartedly 
and would like to add my suggestion to this 
upgrade, which is so obviously fuelled by the 

more subtle needs of the community. I be-
lieve that a lichgate would greatly enhance 
the overall feel of the new intersection. 
Traditionally a lichgate was the resting place 
of a bier (a stand for coffin or corpse). In my 
mind if it was situated along side the Hotel 
Grosvenor it could be a resting place for a 
beer. Thus the functionality of the lichgate 
would be increased and the rate payers 
would get more bang for their buck. 

Christina Haack,
Victor Harbor

FREEDOM OF SPEECH IS LOST
This is the only conclusion a ratepayer can 

come to with the happenings at the City of 
Victor Harbor council. Anyone who seems 
to want to speak on a council issue, even 
though they have been elected to do so by 
the community, get slapped and muzzled 
with code of conduct charges.

What does all this nonsense cost us the 
ratepayers? Thousands of dollars, which 
could be better spent on infrastructure in 
our community, saying nothing about the 
waste of time investigating these things. In 
some cases there are even legal threats by 
the administration!

It is disappointing that our elected 
members who dare to question adminis-
tration seem to be losing their voice. It is 
amazing that Alexandrina Council can call 
into question their CEO and not give a pay 
rise, yet City of Victor Harbor just roll over 
the appointment of their CEO and offer him 
a pay rise.

Has the City of Victor Harbor council gone 
mad? We are a laughing stock.

Roy Jones,
Encounter Bay 

VALE REBECCA WILSON
What a sad loss, is the passing of Rebecca 

Wilson not only to sport journalism, but to 
reporting generally with her ability to get to 
get to problems within the sporting world 
and stay with it. Her tough no-holds-barred 
approach will be sadly missed, when sport 
needs such clarity. A charismatic life taken 
from us far too young at 54.

Glen Chenoweth,
Goolwa North
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dog park will dry out, it’s time to be positive

LIGHTNING: Jake Bennett took this photo during a recent storm from a footbridge in 
Encounter Bay.

THE yak butter in tiny squares sticks 
together at lunch in a village in 
land-locked and isolated Bhutan. 
Someone comments that she 

thinks they add salt. My mind flashes to 
memories of my mother churning milk on a 
remote Australian farm in the 1950s. Did she 
add salt to make butter keep? I assume so 
but I cannot ask her now. 

I can travel to exotic countries experienc-
ing their rich cultures but there is no chance 
to ask my mother about the salt.

Many older people can relate to that; 
it’s too late to ask questions they now have 
about their youth. But do they, in turn, 
spare a thought for following generations? If 

they don’t leave some of their stories, their 
children and grandchildren will also know 
the frustration of not asking in time.

I urge people of all ages to tell their 
stories, to write down some of their mem-
ories and anecdotes. Start with a glimpse 
here and there, perhaps some paragraphs 
recalling events or situations, explanations 
and names to go with old photos, houses 
you’ve lived in or a few particular details 
of a different time. You can’t tell it all. If 
you include every detail and conversation, 
you and your reader will be bored, and you 
might die before you finish.

Be brave if not perfect. Have a go. Others 
might disagree with your version so be 

respectful but not put off.
Then lighten up and enjoy the journey to 

places and times you’d thought forgotten. 
Yes, it may be confronting, sad even, but it 
will be pleasurable recalling your memories, 
and an enlightening experience for others.

Stories enrich a culture and yours are a 
worthy part of ours. It’s your life story and 
only you can tell it.

Lorraine McLoughlin is author of 
‘Barbara Robertson; an Australian Artist’s 
life’ and ‘George Tetlow and Mark and 
Jill Pearse: Lives in Art’. She is involved in 
community literary events in the Yanka-
lilla District. See www.booksandwords-
group.weebly.com 
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Be sure to tell your story


